The epidemiology of trichinellosis In Italy is characterised by a sylvatic cycle present only on the mainland. The domestic cycle probably never existed, though a domestic focus occurred on the island of Sicily between 1933 and 1946. The red fox is the main reservoir, with the prevalence of infection ranging from 0.0 % in lowlands to 60 % in the Alps. The main etiological agent is Trichinella britovi. Trichinella pseudospiralis has been detected in two birds. From 1948 to March 2000, trichinellosis was diagnosed in 1,347 persons, who acquired the infection in 21 outbreaks.
I
n Italy, the history of human trichinellosis can basically be divided into three major periods: 1) the period in which the first reports were published;
2) the period of outbreaks in Sicily; and 3) the period of outbreaks on mainland Italy (i.e., after World War II to the present) (Pozio, 1991) . Specifically, the first reports of individual cases and the first outbreak date back to the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century (Table I) In the period beginning after World War II and continuing to the present, all outbreaks and single cases have occurred on mainland Italy (Table III) (Pozio et al, 2000) . (Pozio et al., 1999) . Of the 3,565 foxes examined for Trichinella, 155 have been found to be positive (prevalence ranging from 3 % to 35 %). The infected animals originated from natural habitats above 500 m asl or from mountainous areas or natural parks at lower altitudes (Pozio et al, 1996) (Table IV) The sporadic detection of Trichinella infection in domestic cats and dogs was found to coincide with human outbreaks 
